IV
AN IRANIAN ODYSSEY:
GUSHTASP IN   RUM
In the Shahnameh of Firdausi, there is an episode
about Gushtisp who in his youth migrated to
** Rum" (Asia Minor), worked there as a black-
smith for a time, married a princess of the country
and ultimately returned to Iran to assume the
Iranian crown. My thesis in this paper is that the
episode is an account of the spread of the use of
iron to Iran froia Asia Minor which had remained
upto about 1200 B.C., " the metallurgical hearth which
supplied the whole of the ancient world " (cf. M. De
Morgan, PreJusfairc Unehialc, III,, 384-886). In
fact, this particular story about Gushtasp bears on
the advent of the Iron Age in Iran. In the second
place, I submit that the same episode is one of the
very few poetic narratives which bear traces of the
existence of Hittite political power and religion. We
have indeed a few such traces in the Bible where
Shamgar, the son of Anath, represents at onee
Sangara, the Hittite King of Carchemish and Bur-
Anati, his ally (Cambridge Ancient History^ Vol. II,
p. 386)* But, in the present episode of the epic,
we shall come across various religious and geographi-
cal places, well known in Hittite history. Lastly, as
is only to be expected, some light is thrown by this
appropriate dating on the age of Gushtasp both as